Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515

October 11, 2023

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas

President of the United States Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500 Washington, DC 20016

The Honorable Ur Jaddou

Director of Citizenship and Immigration Services

20 Massachusetts Ave NW

Washington, DC 20001

RE: Temporary Protected Status for Nicaragua

Dear President Biden, Secretary Mayorkas, and Director Jaddou:

We commend the Biden Administration’s decision to re-designate Temporary Protected Status
(TPS) for Venezuelans in the United States.' However, an 18-month extension of TPS for
Nicaragua instead of TPS redesignation falls short of the response needed to address the multiple
ongoing and emergent crises. We are hopeful that the Biden Administration will continue to
evaluate the situation and ultimately make the correct decision in light of the impact it would
have on approximately 450,000 Nicaraguans in the United States.” On September 11, 2023,
Secretary Mayorkas stated that the Department of Homeland Security does not “have any
intention right now to re-designate Nicaragua for Temporary Protected Status,” but added that
they “continuously review the country conditions.”> We expect that a closer examination of the
dire humanitarian situation in Nicaragua and the uncertainty of thousands who reside in the
United States — including more than 200 who have been rendered stateless — will lead to a
finding that TPS redesignation is necessary for Nicaragua. Given this and the deteriorating rule
of law situation, we urgently request your administration to re-designate TPS for Nicaragua.

As you well know, Nicaragua is facing a socio-political and humanitarian crisis that has been
worsening for years. President Ortega’s regime has repeatedly violated human rights, suppressed

! Secretary Mayorkas Announces Extension and Redesignation of Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status, U.S.
DEPT. OF HOMELAND SECURITY (Sept. 20, 2023), https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/20/secretary-mayorkas-
announces-extension-and-redesignation-venezuela-temporary.

> Mohamad Moslimani et al., Facts on Hispanics of Nicaraguan Origin in the United States, 2021, PEW RESEARCH
CTR. (Aug. 16, 2023), https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/fact-sheet/us-hispanics-facts-on-nicaraguan-origin-
latinos/.

® Syra Ortiz Blanes & Michael Wilner, U.S. has no plans to expand protected-status for Nicaraguans, Homeland
Security chief says, MIAMI HERALD (Sept. 13, 2023),
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/immigration/article279229799.html.
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political dissent, and engaged in acts of violence against its citizens. As recently as September
12, the United Nations has warned of escalating attacks against Nicaraguan civil society.* The
Nicaraguan people have endured unimaginable suffering, with hundreds of thousands forced to
flee their homes in search of safety and stability. Furthermore, 222 former Nicaraguan political
prisoners, now residing in the United States, had their citizenship stripped away and remain
stateless.” This group must be protected by TPS re-designation given the ongoing legal disputes
regarding humanitarian parole, which many are currently relying on to be able to stay in the
United States. These conditions, combined with continued recovery from environmental
disasters, prevent Nicaraguans from safely returning to their country.

A TPS redesignation for Nicaragua would undoubtedly save lives and be one of the most
consequential immigration policies to date for the Administration. A redesignation would
provide security and opportunity to those already living in the United States and waiting in legal
limbo. Furthermore, it would give these individuals, many of whom are already strongly
integrated into their communities, permission to work and access key benefits. We believe this
would be a missed opportunity to stand up for the values of human rights, democracy, and
compassion for communities around the United States.

We strongly urge the Biden administration to reconsider its decision and grant a redesignation
for Temporary Protected Status for Nicaragua. Doing so would provide relief to hundreds of
thousands of people, promote economic integration, and support host communities. We hope you
will continue to uphold our nation’s commitments to protect those being persecuted and continue
to support the Nicaraguan people in the face of such peril and uncertainty. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

AL e gmam) Casmro

Shejla{Cherfilug-McCormick Muin Castro
Memberof Congress Member of Congress

* Human Rights Council, Group of Experts on Nicaragua finds escalating persecution against dissent and
crackdown on independent academic institutions, UNITED NATIONS (Sept. 12, 2023),
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2023/09/group-experts-nicaragua-finds-escalating-persecution-against-dissent-and-
crackdown?sub-site=HRC.

> Megan Janetsky, Nicaragua s vote to strip opponents of citizenship, AP (Feb. 14, 2023),
https://apnews.com/article/politics-united-states-government-district-of-columbia-bahrain-caribbean-
526da05d118c¢6809c¢8f316375cb68194.
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Member of Congress
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Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress
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Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress
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Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress
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Mafia Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress
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J&sus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress
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Darren Soto
Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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NydiaVM. Veldzquez /
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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U4mie Raskin
Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Yiette D. Clarke
Member of Congress
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Kathy Castor
Member of Congress
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Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress
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Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

\)‘@wab Onwban

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress
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Tony/Cardenas
Member of Congress
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Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress
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Mark Pocan
Member of Congress
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Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

e

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress
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Ju% Vargas
Member of Congress
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Nanette Diaz BVarragan
Member of Congress
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J. Luis Correa Abighil Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress Member of Congress



